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ENERGY RCONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


AMPLE SUPPLIES OF GAS ASSURED FOR SMALL BUSINESSES 
Port~of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 4 May 81 p 1 
[Article by Joha Babb] 


[Excerpts] The fears of 19 industries--current emall consumers of natural gas-- 
about being faced with a gas supply problem when the giant fertiliser plant-- 
Fertrin=-comes on stream later this year have been allayed. 


According to acting Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Energy, Mr Trevor 
Boopsingh, “emall gas users will have no problea." 


Altogether, the 19 industries consume just over five million cubic feet of gas 
a day. And, according to Mr Boopsingh, this was a mere drop, because the 
National Gas Company (NGC) wae currently selling to the tune of 200 million 
cubic feet a day. 


Fears about a supply shortfall to emall consumers were raised some weeks ago 
when the Government White Paper on Natural Gas was released. 


The White Paper hinted at the possible shortfall problem during the middle of 
this year, when Fertrin was due to be commissioned. Fertrin is slated to con- 
eume 43 million cubic feet of gas a day. 


In addition, Mr Boopsingh assured, the small gas users would be more than pro- 
tected by the new gas line from the Mahaica field which is estimated to produce 
some 10 million cubic feet of gas a day. 


Those in the northern half of Trinidad would have the Mahaica line running 
emack through their zone, while others down in the south would continue to 
receive their supplies from State-owned Trintoc, and Texaco. 


Commenting on the anticipated shortfall, Mr Boopsingh said that while the minis- 
try recognised the situation, “we do not think we would have a problem." 


The potential shortage, it was explained, basically hinges on a thin marginal 
balance between supply and demand. 


But while the small gas consumers are assured of a steady supply, the ministry's 
worry over the supply/demand problem would not be abated until the $192 million 
Flare Gas Project becomes operational, and this is expected to be during the 
second quarter of 1982. 














The project reported to be about two-thirds completed, involves the ‘natallation, 
offahoce, of a platform of compressora--the platform being three times the size 
of Salvatorit Building, in about 200 feet of water. 


Giant Compressors 

The platform will be located right next ton one of che Amoco platform, 
Associated gas which comes out of the wells at a very low pressure will be 
collected into giant compressors which will build the gas pressure to at least 
900 pei (pounds per square inch), the required pressure for entry of the gas 
into the pipeline. 


Once the pressure is bullt up, the gas will then be piped on-shore through NGC's 
lines, 


When completed it is estimated to bring ashore 100 million cubic feet of gas a 
day. 


rhe Government will not have to buy any such gas, since it is entitled to all 
the low-pressure gas that is flared onshore and offshore at no cost. 


CSO: 3025 























COUNTRY SECT LON INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARICOM REPORT: RECOMMENDATIONS, TERMS OF REFERENCE 
Wide-Ranging Proposals 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 5 May 81 p 3 


[Text] Caribbean experts, who studied the progress and future of the Caribbean 
Community, have wide-ranging recommendations towards regional integration. 


They pointed to the need for governments to develop and implement a set of 
mutually--consistent national economic policies to promote recovery and growth 
in production of both export and import substitutes. 


Report of the experts pointed to the need for achievement of a better current 
account balance in the balance of payments and in the budget, and more effi- 
cient operation of public utilities and State enterprises and alleviation of the 
unemployment proolem. 


Recommendations have been made in all sectors of Caribbean activity, among them 
are: 


--action should be taken to improve productivity of emall and medium-sized farms; 


--a regional trading export company should engage in the export to extra- 
regional markets of the non-traditional agricultural exports; 


--increased efforts should be made to change consumption habits in the region, 
so that nutritional levels could be improved and dependence on imported food in 
appropriate areas reduced; 


--efforts should be made to accelerate the implementation of the regional food 
plan and to put the Caribbean Food Corporation on a sound footing; 


--development of a framework for regional industrial programming, including 
criteria for selecting and locating industries; 


--encouragement of easy movement of factors of production among member States, 
to undertake industrial projects identified in the regional programme; 


--identification of industries with high export potential, taking into account 
the use of skilled labour and good long-term market potential. 








lhe experte have recommended 4 regional approach with reepect to energy, 
including petroleum exploration and production on the gost modern and up to 
date legislative and tax bases, 


it has aleo recommended that @ regional approach should be developed to deal 
with the envirowmental probleme associated with the use of both conventional 
and alternative sources of energy. 


On tourtem, the experts favoured: 
~-intensification of efforte among member countries to diversify sources from 
which their tourtete come, ae well a8 to meet increased competition from extra- 


regional destinations; 


~-inereased regional cooperation in training at the professional and sub- 
professional levels; 


“establishment of regionally-owned tour operating companies. 
Under eea and air transportation, the recommendation ie for: 
-improvement of the operational capabili' r LIAT; 


— More active role by Weat Indies Shipping Corporation in movement of perish- 
ible agricultural produce; 


--exieting national airline companies should get together and establish a 
Caribbean airline holding company or a Caribbean airline leasing company ; 


--member governments should consider taking shares in the air freighting company 
established bilaterally by the governments of Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago; 


--rationalisation of the company and the freight arm of Cuyana Airways should be 
proceeded with as a matter of urgency; 


--member states should develop a greater degree of coordination in the negotia- 
tion of bilateral air services agreements with third countries and consult each 
other in advance; 


-<precise rules for the operation of State trading enterprises should be agreed 
upon=-a working party should be set up to examine the role that State trading and 
public procurement can play in the development of Cariconm. 


On incentives and protection for the manufacturing sector, the experts said 
the balance of incentives and protection should be tilted in favour of extra- 
regional exports, as against national and regional import substitution. 


It pointed out, too, that in certain areas, such as labour-intensive production, 
fairly restrictive regional quantitative restrictions would be necessary. 














The experte felt that governments should work to achieve a “progressive coordi- 
nation of their external trade relations,” and that the external bargaining 
power of the Community and Common Market should be maximieed by joint approaches. 


it wae felt that where agreements on a bilateral beste take place governments 
should implement the Meade of Goverment decision of December, 1975, and that 
they should consult their Caricom partners before concluding trade and other 

economic agreements with third countries and groupe of third countries, 


Other recommendations tneclude: 


~-eatablishment of mechanieme for consultation on and joint reviews of the state 
of national economies and on tesues of national economic management, through 
annual meetings of high-level offictale from member governments; 


--efforte should be made to negotiate an intra MDC double taxation agreement and 
4 similar agreement among LDC's; 


~-intensification of monetary cooperation in the region; 


~emonetary union in the sense of fixed intra-Caricom exchange rates, and harmon- 
ised monetary and economic policies should be a long-term objective, possibly 
for achievement in the 1990's; 


~-e@arly discussion of treaty provisions on regional industrial programming, 
rationalisation of agricultural production, joint development of natural re- 
sources and cooperation in touriem; 


Special Advisory Service 


— common set of principles or guidelines should be established for foreign 
investment and the transfer of technology. 


The experts also suggested conditions to ensure that agreements among Caricom 
member states that are not fully gulti-lateral do not violate the letter or 
spirit of the Caricom Treaty. 


Referring to arrangements for 1DC's the experts said institutional arrangements 
for promoting equity investment in medium-scale enterprises in the LDCs should 
be urgently resolved. 

The recommendations went on: 


-~-establishment of a Caribbean advisory service under which West Indians with 
specialised skills would be made available to work in the LDCs; 


--a bigger discount on economic cost per student for students from the LDCs 
at UWI: 


--assistance from the MDCs for the LDCs to keep close surveillance over the 
energy eituation; 











“clearance for the LDCs to float public bond tesues, up to agreed sums, 
throughout the region, in view of their limited access to extra-regional 
financial markete, 


lt wae aleo suggerted that the way should be left open for smaller Bnglisnl. 
speaking territories in the Caribbean to become members of the Community. 


lt wae felt that non-English speaking Caribbean countries should be encouraged 
to become associate members, a8 4 realistic target in the widening of Caricom 
for the decade, 


It wae recommended, too, that steps should be taken to involve more fully 
the people of the region in the integration process. 


Ll-Point Terme 
Port-ot~! :ain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 5 May 81 p 3 


Text) The group of experts who reported on the progress and future of Caricom 
were given the task of making recommendations for improvements in the decade of 
the 1980's. 


The Ll-poine terme of reference of the group were: 


To review the functioning of the Caribbean integration movement and to make 
recommendations for its improvement in the decade of the 1980's in the light of: 


(a) the need to address critical financial and payments problems facing many 
countries in the region, as a result of the world economic crisis and the 
international energy crisis, so that financial and balance-of-payments problems, 
particularly those caused by rising energy prices, can be alleviated and so that 
intra-regional trade flows can be sustained and expanded: 


(b) the need to implement more fully the provisions of Chapter V1 of the 
Common Market Annex to the Treaty--particularly with regard to Article 46 on 
the Common Market Industrial Programming, Article 47 on Joint Development of 
Natural Resources, Article 48 on Marketing of Agricultural Products, Article 49 
on Rationalisation of Agricultural Production, and Article 50 on Cooperation 

in Tourism, so that regional production structures can be more effectively 
integrated and strengthened: 


(c) the need to develop and implement effective regimes on the regulated move- 
ment of capital and of certain categories of spares, personnel; the right of 
establishment and the right to provide services; and on the facilitation of 
loint ventures and regional projects; 


(d) the need to review the system of incentives and protection for manufactur- 
ing industry under the treaty: 


(e) the need to promote a joint action with regard to the development and 
rationalisation of intra-regional and extra-regional sea and air transportation; 














(f) the need to create regional arrangements in the energy eictor for the 
identification, development and production of hydrocarbon resources for secur~ 
ity of supply ef petroleum products as well as to promote joint action in the 
area of altermative energy programmes; 


\f) the need for stronger ex-ante coordination of and prior consultation among 
the Member states on, external action, policies, or commite nte in both economic 
and non-economic areas; 


(nh) the need to increase economic cooperation between CARICOM as a group and 
other countries of the Ca, ibbean archipelago and Latin America; 


(1) tle need to Umprove the machinery for making and implementing decisions in 
the Community; 


(}) the need to provide greater opportunities for greater benefits of both an 
economic and non-economic type to accrue to the leas developed countries; and 


(k) any other factors considered relevant. 
Integration Actions 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 May 81 p 1 
[Article by Norris Solomon: “Experts Call for Easier Work Permits") 


[Excerpts] The issue of work permits by Caricom States for West Indians should 
be only a formality in certain jobs or where there are shortages of certain 
skills. 


This is one of the suggestions of the Caribbean experts who studied the future 
and progress of the Caricom integration movement. 


The experts reported: “Where this is not already the case, there should be a 
policy decision on the part of member States that work permits would only be a 
formality for West Indians in certain occupational fields where there are short- 
ages or where certain skills are scarce. 


"Also vital is the continuation and strengthening of the general policy of 
giving West Indians more favourable access to employment in both the public 
and private sectors over nationals of third countries." 


Referring to dual citizenship, the report stated: 


"Where governments have legislation or administrative practices which distinguish 
for certain purposes between ‘nationals’ and ‘non-nationals,' the term non- 
national should be so defined as to exclude from this category nationals of 

other Caricom States with a certain number of years legal residence.” 


it was felt, too, that the years required for nationals of other Caricom States 
living in a particular Caricom country to obtain resident status should be 
significantly less than the years required for nationals of non-Caricom States. 


Report of the experts, appointed by the Carieom Council of Ministers in March 
last year, is new with the individual governments of the region for study, 


The experts suggested that the Presse and other media should be encouraged to 
devote more attention to deeper and more extensive coverage of regional inte- 
gration development and other related issues, 

Among the suggestions for involvement of the people are! 


““heasures to encourage @ore intra-regional travel; 


-=the bringing together of young people from different parte of tie region to 
enable them to get to know and underetand each other better; 


~establistment of a etanding committee of Ministers of Information as an in- 
stitution of the Community; 


--cont.quation and strengthening of the general policy of giving West Indians 
more favourable accese to employment in both the public and private sectore 
over nationale of third countries. 


' 50! 025 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIMM 


BONN LOAN TO CDB=-An Enabling Agreement between the Federal Kepublic of Germany 
and the Caribbean Development Bank wae signed yesterday at the Bank's Head- 
quarters, Wildey, Barbados. Signatories to the Agreement were Mr K. H. Rouette, 
Ambassador for the Federal Republic of Germany and Mr William G. Demas, President 
of the Caribbean Development Bank on behalf of the Federal Republic of Germany 
and CDB respectively. The Agreement provides authority for the Kreditanstalt 
fur Weideraufbau (Development Loan Corporation) to make 4 soft loan of up to 

15 million Deutsche Marke (approximately US67 million) to the Caribbean Develop- 
ment Bank. The Loan Agreement between Kreditanstalt fur deideraufbau and CDB is 
in the final stages of negotiation and it is expected that it will be signed 
very shortly. This will be the second soft loan made available to the Bank by 
the Federal Republic of Germany, the firet being for 17 million Deutech Marks 
(approximately US$8 million) made in 1975. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS 
in English 7 May 81 p 1) 


C80: 3025 




















COUNTRY SECT LON ANTILGUA 


DRAFT CONSTITUTION CRITICIZED AT TRADE UNION RALLY 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 May 61 p 5 


[Text] St John's, Tues., (CANA)=-One of Antigua's big trade unions today criti- 
cieed as highly reatrictive the draft of a conatitution Antigua and Barbuda will 
use when it gains independence from . citain in November. 


The Antigua Workers’ Union (AW) said the draft was one of the main obstacles in 
the way to independence. 


"It ie framed in euch 4 manner as to enslave the very people on whose behalf they 
seek freedom," AWU's general secretary Keithlyn Smith told a rally. 


The rally--one of two marking Labour Day--climaxed a march by hundreds of sup- 
porters of the opposition-aligned trade union. 


The pro-government Antigua Trades and Labour Union (ATL) also staged a march 
and a rally which was addressed by Premier Vere Bird. 


The Premier told nationals that independence “will provide more opportunity and 
prosperity for the working class in Antigua and Barbuda. 


He called for unity among workers “especially in this, our independence year," 
noting “unity is strength.” 


The AWU president, Malcolm Daniel, took a similar line when he issued a call to 
workers to “join the bandwagon to bring about peace, freedom and justice” for 
themselves. 


He described independence as “a must" adding that "No well-thinking union or 
individual can be against a people coming into thei: own.” 


Rep ressive 


But he eaid Antigua and Barbuda should not go into independence before it had 
a constitution “that guarantees the rights and freedoms of trade unions and 
workers in general, free collective bargaining, the right to strike, and the 
right to assemble peacefully without police interference.” 


10 











General Secretary Smith aleo used the occasion to call on the Antigua Government 
to repeal what he described as “repressive legislation." 


lle referred to 4 controversial court set up to handle industrial disputes, to 
sections of the public order act which he eaid prohibited freedom of assembly, 
ae well ae to the libel and slander act which he claimed protected sinisters 
from ridicule in public. 


The marches and rallies culminated a week of act vities by trade unions. 


C80; 3025 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


PAPER CRITICIZES U.S AMBIGUOUS HUMAN RIGHTS STAND 
PY202359 Buenos Aires HERALD in English 20 May 81 p 10 
[Editerial: “Rights Return") 


{Text] As the public debate now going on in the United States is making 
abundantly clear, the question of “human rights" and ite importance as a 
factor in the determination of U.S. foreign policy is a long way from being 
settled. Despite President Ronald Reagan's election victory last November 
and the sustained offensive of the nationalist right of the Republican 
Party, former President Jimmy Carter's drive to make respect for human 
rights one of the main criteria affecting U.S. relations with other govern- 
ments has not been entirely reversed. Carter could legitimately be accused 
of inconsistency in the way he applied his policy, but so too can the re- 
Visioniate of the Reagan administration, as they are discovering in a series 
of congressional hearings. 


in the Limelight right now is Ernest Lefever, the man nominated by Reagan 

to be his principal human rights watchdog. The nomination caused a great 

deal of surprise in the first place because Lefever was a noted cultivator 

of that kind of realiem that implies the subordination of all other considera- 
tions to what seems to be immediate short-term self-interest. A sanitized 
version of Lefever, who has been carefully briefed by government officials, 

is currently appearing before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and it 

is by no means certain that he will get the job. Even if he does he will 
probably have to commit himself to pursuing 4 policy that differs considerably 
from the one he originally had in mind. 


Concern about the overall effects of a simple-minded substitution of left- 
wing terroriem for human rights as the center-piece of U.S. foreign policy 
is not restricted to Democrats. Many Republicans are also worried by the 
administration's willingness to back extreme right-wing dictatorships that 
habitually use terrorist methods to consolidate their power. Moreover, 
the irony in the fact that one of the few foreign countries to carry out 
terrorist actions on U.S. soil, Chile, happens to be precisely the kind of 
extreme right-wing dictatorship favored by Reagan's advisers is not lost 
on them, 


l2 














A consensus seema to have formed that the United States should condemn all 
significant abuses of human righte which violate international treatries, 
The principal diapute ia about just how thie condemnation should be expressed, 
The Reagan administration's thinkers have evolved a neat theory according 

to which totalitarian regimes should be chastised in public, while the merely 
authoritarian, no matter how cruel, should be prodded in private. Thies is a 
recipe for ineffectiveness if anything was. Totalitarian regimes are rarely 
worried by what others say about them. Authoritarian regimes, however, can 
be shamed and admonitions from abroad can induce them to change their ways. 
The difference between totalitarians may be important in theory, but ti 
practice it ie often tard to discern. In authoritarian countries, moreover, 
U.S. support for pecple in favor of applying the law even in difficult 
circumetances ia Likely to pay higher dividends than elsewhere. A genuinely 
realistic policy, and not one formed simply to allow rightwingers in 
Washington to help people they regard as their ideological soul-mates, would 
take thie into account. The kind of attitude espoused by Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig and Lefever, in fact, emacks of a perverse sentimentality, 
something they like to deride when they notice it in others. 


cso: 320/101 


13 














COUNTRY SECTION ARGENT LNA 


MEETING OF TRADE UNIONS LSSUES DOCUMENT 
PY19024) Buenos Aires Noticias Argentinas in Spanish 2354 GMT 15 May 81 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 15 May (NA)--The national plenary meeting of trade 
union which today decided to attend the [LO assembly issued a document 
explaining that it has reached this decision "in order to have the opportunity 
to present at the highest international forum the charges made in due time 
against the union law" and to “point out the violations of international 
accords signed by Argentina." 


The document, which criticizes the economic leadership and demands "the 
return to the state of law and the end of the policy which is destroying 

the nation's future," warns that "it is probable that what we will have to 
say at the ILO will irritate some of the most regressive local interests, 

but this will be the right time for these gentlemen to ask themselves whether 
it will be possible to indefinitely sustain a system based on gagging and 
exploiting the workers." 


In their declaration the union leaders state: "We will not go to ask for help, 
nor are we afraid of retaliation. We believe that it is our duty to clearly 
state our truths, the very same truths which our comrades and their families 
have to face every day. To fail to do so would be tantamount to betraying 

our duty and playing the clumsy role of ‘partners’ in this p. inful process 

the country is experiencing." 


In addition to explaining their decision to attend the Geneva meeting, the 
declaration outlines the economic problems of the workers and recalls that 
“we have been the first to denounce and forecast the nefarious results of 
an economic policy destructive for the nation's wealth." 


It also protests because "now, after a change of leadership of the same process, 
the workers are still awaiting without a glimmer of hope, to be given the 

place of ‘guests of honor’ which has been promised to us, while the agricul- 
tural and industrial sectors have obtained seats in the national cabinet 

and several measures which, irrespective of their results, evidence the 

desire to alleviate the situation of these sectors." 


The declaration issued by the plenary meeting indicates that "we the workers 
have been the only ones excluded from any strategy aimed at redistributing 
wealth and our dramatic situation, which is undermining the lifestyle of the 
Argentine family, has not been taken into account in the famous ‘packages’ 
of economic measures." 
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The workers’ leaders demand the implementation “of mechaniam capable of 
reversing working conditions and salaries" and the abrogation of “lawa which 
turn the exercise of legitimate conatitutional rights into a crime," 


The declaration reiterates traditional demands of the workers such aa the 
reatitution of CCT [General Labor Confeieration]) assets and organization, 
and complains againat the economic policy which “has deprived the salaried 
sector of $60 billion in 5 yeare thanks to an unfair redistribution of 
wealth," 


The declaration points out that “only the return to a state of law and the 
end of the policy which is destroying the nation's future will allow us 

to attain the greatness which we all want for our fatherland" and that 

"the return to norsalcy and union freedom are the ineluctable ateps for the 
proper channeling of the formidable contribution of the workers." 


The declaration ends by stating that "We are tired of listening to the call 
for the attainment of a peace worth living and we view the stubbornness 

of locking the workers movement in the etraightjacket of the trade associa~- 
tions law as an obstacle to this." 


The declaration adds: "The text of this law offends us as members of a 
workers force which has fully proven its nationalist ideology and the fact 
that it shares the supreme objectives of the fatherland. The violation of 
international covenants 87 and 98 (union freedom and collective labor- 
management agreements perpetrated through thie law), is so great that it 
disqualifies it and turns it into an anthology of legislative bullying." 


C50: 3010/1342 
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SOUNTRY SECTION ARGENT LNA 


TRADE UNLON CONFERENCE APPROVES DELEGATION TO ILO 
PY182215 Buenos Aires CRONICA in Spanish 16 May 81 p 24 


[Text] The plenary meeting of trade unions sponsored by the Labor Ministry 
to elect labor representatives for the Argentine tripartite delegation to 
the annual meeting of the ILO scheduled to take place in Geneva in June was 
held yesterday afternoon, The participants dedicated the meeting to 

Pope John Paul II, 


The plenary meeting, which started shortly after 1700 and ended around 2030, 
was attended by delegates from 80 of the 124 invited trade unions. 


It was presided over by Jorge Triacca, leader of the plastic workers and 
Manuel Jose Pazos (maritime pursers) and Juan Nicolas Rachini (soft drink 
workers) as vice presidents. 


There were three items brought up for discussion, The first incluied an analysis 
of the situation of the workers movement; the labor law, the salery situation, 
the normalization of unions, the repressive laws, the situation of prisoners, 

the unemployment problem and the economic situation, among many other aspects. 
More than 20 speakers discussed the various issues, in an exhausting evaluation 
of the problems. 


The other two items were the decision on whether to attend the ILO meeting in 
Geneva and, if the decision was favorable, the appointment of the representa- 
tives who will go. 


The vote on the first of these two items was not unanimous, 4 voted against 
attending the meeting and the 76 voted in favor. Of the 4 negative votes 
railroad union representative was the only one who explained his decision 
by stating that he had been so instructed by the plenary meeting of the 
precincts of his union. 


The appointed delegation, the most numerous one to be appointed in Argentina 
so far, will be made up of Nestor Ruben Marcos (metalworkers) as president; 
Juan Nicolas Rachini (soft drink workers) and Hugo Barrionuevos (noodle 
workers) as deputies, although the appointment of the latter has yet to be 
confirmed. 
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The delegation will also be made up of Mario Cala Gomez (trade workers), 
Juan Horvath (ATE) [State Workers Association), Rodolfo Soberane (millers), 
a representative of telegraph and post office workers, Luis Etchesar 

({vrom La Fraternidad Trade Union), Jorge Triacca (plastic Workers), 

Enrique Venturini (maritime electricians), Otto Calace (health workers), 
A. Maldonado (pastries workers), Ramon Valle (ineurance workers) and 


Jorge Lujan (glase workers). 


The following representatives will travel as technical advisers: Aldo Serrano 
(light and power), Pedro Goyeneche (textile workers), Alberto Serrano (tire 
workers), Juan Ramirez (railroad workers) and Eduardo Sanchez (construction 


workers). 


The delegation will meet on Monday at 1600 to discuss preparatory subjects. 


CSO: 3010/1342 
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COUNTRY SECT LON ARGENT LNA 


CGT APPOLNTS REPRESENTATIVES TO ILO MEETING 
PY131609 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 2330 GMT 12 May 81 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 12 May (TELAM)--The meeting held last night at the 
CGT [General Labor Confederation) headquarters in Constitucion neighborhood, 
appointed the union representatives who will attend the annual ILO assembly 
which will be held in Geneva beginning on 3 June, 


The union delegation will be made up of Saul Ubaldini (brewery workers) as 
head of the delegation; Fernando Donaires (paper workers) as deputy heed 

of the delegation; and Ricardo Perez (truckdrivers), Manuel Vigrey (traveling 
salesmen), Alberto Cladera (longshoremen), Carlos Cabrera (miners), Omar Taglia 
(storage workers), Jose Contreras (SOEMB) [Union of Workers and Employees 

of the Ministry of Education], Osvaldo Borda (rubber workers) and Carlos Godoy 
(private company oilworkers). 


This was announced at the end of the meeting by CGT Deputy Secretary Fernando 
Donaires who said that the list had to be submitted to the government (Labor 
Ministry), the "LO, the ICFTUO [International Conference of Free Trade Union 
Organizations), the ORIT [Inter-American Regional Organization of Workers], 
and other international labor organizations. 


Donaires added that the CGT wili contest any other delegation appointed by 
means other than that of the CGT. 


Initially the OGT has planned to discuss the issue during a plenary meeting 

of unions scheduled for 17 May at the headquarters of the Traveling 

Salesmen's Union at No 2043 Moreno Street, but this meeting has been prohibited 
by the police. On that occasion the social and economic situation of the 
Argentine workers was also going to be discussed. 


In a press communique released after the prohibition was issued, the CGT 
executive board, aware that the government was planning to hold a plenary 
meeting of secretary generals of all unions for the express purpose of 
discussing the appointment of the members of the union delegation to ILO, 
stated its repudiation of this decision and questioned the participation 
of union leaders in the above-mentioned plenary meeting. 


CSO: 3010/1342 
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COUNTHY [MCT LON ARGENT TNA 


BRIEFS 


HUMAN KIGHTS CAMPAIGNERS EXONERATED--Six Argentine human rights campaigners 
were yesterday cleared of charges against them of possessing subversive 
documents at the offices of the centre for legal and socal studies at 
Viamonte 1365, raided by order of Judge Martin Anzoategui on 27 February this 
year, The six are Jose Federico Westerkamp, Carmen Aguiar de Lapaco, 

Boris Pasik, Marcelo Parrilli, Emilio Mignone and Augusto Conte MacDonell, 
all members of CELS, e« human rights organization for the legal aid of relatives 
of missing persons. Judge Norberto Giletta has now cleared the six of the 
charges and ordered the return of all confiscated material, as well as 
material confiscated in a raid on the home of Emilio Mignone. [Excerpt] 
[PY151847 Buenos Aires HERALD in English 15 May 81 p 1] 


IDB LOANS--(NA)--The president of the InterAmerican Development Bank, 
Antonio Ortiz Mena, met yesterday with Economy Minister Lorenzo Sigaut, 

in preparation for today's signing of three agreements. The three 
agreements, totaling $183.4 million, are to finance the expansion of 

the Industrias Pescarmona heavy machinery plant in Mendoga, the rebuilding 
of 800 kilometres of road in six different provinces, and the extension 
of the gas pipeline linking Rosario to Buenos Aires. [Excerpt] [PY200155 
Buenos Aires HERALD in English 15 May 81 p 11 PY] 


GOVERNMENT WORKERS WAGE INCREASE--(NA)--Public employees will receive a 
21 percent wage hike retroactive to May 1, which is higher than that 
specified in the budget approved in February, the national government 
ammounced on 18 May. [Buenos Aires HERALD in English 19 May 81 p 4 PY] 


CSO: 3010/1342 
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COUNTRY SECT LON BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


SUGAR PRICE INCREASE PROTEST--La Paz, 15 May (AFP)--Workers of the most 
important industrial enterprises in the country will freeze their activities 
in protest against the rise in the price of sugar ordered by the government, 
it was reported here today. The factory of Manufacturas de Algodon, S.A. (Ex 
Said) in La Paz, and the Manufacturas Nacionales Y Compania (Manaco), of 
Cochabamba in central Bolivia are determined to carry out stoppages of 

24 and 48 hours respectively. Last Wednesday the minister of industry, commerce 
and tourism approved a 53-percent increase in the price of sugar, from 

630 Bolivian pesos per quintal to 963 pesos ($25.20 to $38.50). The workers 
of Ex Said, divided in three shifts, did not report to work, demanding that 
the labor minister come to explain the reasons for the increase in the price 
of sugar. In Cochabamba, the workers of Manaco decided to stop working 

for 48 hours due to the radical rise in the price of sugar. These strikes 
according to what Bolivian journalists said, are the first workers protest 
noted by the press against the military government since the coup of 

17 July 1980, [Text] [PY161744 Paris AFP in Spanish 2227 GMT 15 May 81] 


BUDGET DEFICIT--La Paz, 14 May (AFP)--The Bolivian fiscal] budget for 1981 
envisages a deficit of W billion Bolivian pesos ($1.20 billion), Minister 
of Finance Jorge Tamayo Ramos reported here today at the end of a cabinet 
meeting. Tamayo Ramos indicated, moreover, that the consolidated national 
budget, approved by the Council of Ministers, totals 112 billion Bolivian 
pesos ($44.480 billion). The minister explained that the deficit, produced 
by a difference between income and expenditure, will be financed by other 
programs coming from internal sources, transfers from the treasury and aid 
to development projects with funds from the World Bank and the Inter-American 
Development Bank. He later explained mat the foreign debt portion will be 
covered through the normal financing of expenditures produced by programs 
implemented with international organizations. He emphasized in closing that 
the amounts cited include interest payments and amortization of the external 
debt. [Text] [PY151955 Paris AFP in Spanish 0151 GMT 15 May 81] 


MILITARY ACADEMY COMMANDER--Colonel Javier Alcoreza Melgarejo has been installed 
as commander of the (Marshal Jose Ballevian) Military Training Academy in 
Cochabamba, He replaces Col (Guido Velez Sarmora), who has been promoted 

to other army functions. [PY151645 La Paz Radio Illimani Network in Spanish 

1130 GMT 15 May 81 PY] 
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SMALL MINES--The National Mining Champer hae reported that more than 
120,000 mineworkersa are employed by emall mines, The small minva have a 
capital of about $200 million, Their production accounts for 30 percent 
of the total Bolivian mining exports, [La Paz Radio Illimani Network 

in Spanish 1700 GMT 14 May 81 PY) 


OIL PLPELINE BLOWN UP--La Paz, 19 May (AFP) --Last night a powerful dynamite 
charge destroyed several meters of the oil pipeline crossing the Pirai River 
near Santa Crug, the second city in Bolivia. The explosion claimed no victims 
but the blast wave broke numerous window panes and caused a panic in the 
neighborhood. The ofl pipeline transporte petroleum from Santa Cruz (1,000 km 
east of La Paz) to the western departments of the country. Engineers of the 
State Enterprise Bolivian Government O11 Deposits (YPFB) explained that the 
attack took place wher no petroleum was being pumped, Otherwise, the explosion 
would have set off a fire with unforeseeable consequences, Santa Cruz prefect 
Oscar Roman Vaca has confirmed the report, saying that the event was a deed 

of criminal and irresponsible terroriem which does not measure the harm it 
wes to the country while pursuing ite sinister goals. The amount of the 
damage will be assessed today. [Text] [PY191453 Paris AFP in Spanish 

1432 GMT 19 May 81) 


CSO: 3010/1345 
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COUNTRY SECT LON CHILE 


EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE PRESIDENT ON CHURCH~GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
PY150242 Santiage COSAS in Spanish 7 May 61 pp 10, Li, 12 


[interview with Megr Jose Manual Santos, president of the Chilean Episcopal 
Conference=--date and place net given) 


[Excerpts] The president of the episcopal conference, who is a bachelor of 
theology and canon law and has a degree in philosophy after 10 yeare of studies 
in Rome, knows the corridore of power and moves in them with moderation. 

He has not been elected by chance by the 32 bishops of the country to occupy 
the highest post in the church for 3} consecutive terms. 


He is now particularly concerned over the polemic regarding the Cardinal 
[Raul Silva Henriques) which in some way affects the church. He believes 
that a very dangerous seed of violence lies in that polemic. 


The church represents a moral force of the firet order, whether one is a 
Catholic or not. What is left if the moral force is dissolved? It is the 
same as deboning a chicken. .you are left without a chicken. It will only 
be a worm, anything but a chicken. What would happen if the country 
disintegrates’? Which are ite etructures’? What are the stable things? It is 
true that we do not have physical or economic force. Ours is a moral force. 
And it is not true that we are not using thie force as some believe: the 
problem is that they are destroying it with that sort of attacks. They 
believe they are reaping benefite from these attacks, but the truth is that 
nobody is benefiting from them. They are deboning the country. They are 
doing away with ite structures. 





He believes that the attacks against the cardinal have had a boomerang effect 
against those who launched them, “especially EL MERCURIO because it was 
shamelessiy cruel.” 


Regarding his personal opinion on his eminence he said that “one may or may 
not agree with him, but this is something quite different. He has been very 
brave and I believe he has played an important role.” 


[Question] It somehow seem that the bishops, the Vatican and the official 
authorities had agreed to stop stirring things up. Was there such an 
agreement? 











lAnawer| I! would say that there was no explicit agreement, but implicity 
there was, 1 have come across 4 great number of people from every sector, 
including goverment authorities, who are diapairing at the current situation, 
The ether day a person who occupies 4 high-ranking poet admitted that, although 
he is not a fan of the cardinal, he thought that everything that is happening 
was an ineolence, Many people are clearly aware that the way things are 

going they will lead use to a war without mercy, I! believe that we must try 

mot to etir thinge up but that thie should not prevent use from giving our 
opinion, When there ie something to be said it will just heave to be said and 
that ie that, 


[Question] This time it was not the government but of ficial spokesman who 
raised their voices. Do you believe that thie meane a change of tactice?’ 


\Anewer) No. I believe that it is part of the process of violence in which 
people feel themselves brave enough to loudly voice their own opinions. To 
me thie is @ bad signi: it does not mean that people are braver, it means 
they are less responsible, I believe that to push thinge the way they are 
being pushed te an irresponsible attitude. 


|\Question) On the other hand, even some Catholics who are close to the 
catdina) believed that hie statements to the ANSA Agency were lopsided; 
very political and not religious enough. Who establishes the limit? 


Anower) Thies is the saae as the rainbow. Where does one color start and the 
other end it ie the seme with these things, the limit is not very clear. 


j\Quvestion] Can a bishop or a cardinal, really, help being a politician’? 


\Anewer) In the epheres of high politics he would cease being a bishop if 
he were not a politician. One must be a politician even during normal 

times because what is politics? It is the skill of leading the wellbeing 

of a city. And we must all be interested in this. If I say things to favor 
or harm certain sectors, that is a different matter. 


\Question) In your opinion, which are the basic differences between the 
church and the goverment at this present time? 


|[Anewer) Right now the problems are caused by a difference of opinion. And 
sometimes not because of the theory but because of the methods used. Regarding 
theory, for example, I have talked with persons who dedicate themselves to 
teaching the doctrine of national security and have found practically no 
oroblem. If you read the junta's declaration in the principles themelves. 
sentence as printed) But then somebody suddenly makes a statement and the 
government saye that what he has said does not represent its way of thinking. 
the magazine of the National Higher Security Academy also does not represent 
the government's way of thinking. It is quite difficult to know who represents 
it. 











[Question] Se you believe that the differences are wore a matter of form 
than of substance? 


\Anewer) The difference lies in the way theory and practice are applied, 
For example, we have the probleme which arose regarding repression, It is 
aetyle ... and thie style te what has caused frictions, 


"Then we have the economic issue, We do net question the economic theories 
but we do point out what the economic theory is causing. And thie is what 
they just canmet understand, | do net question the lew of gravity but I 
believe that it is deeply immral, precisely because I know that that law 
exists and it can Cause me of someone else to fall through 4 window ... 

the economists say that the economic laws are inexorable, | agree to that 
but there are waye of implementing them, This ie 4@ subject which hee been 
discussed for ages. | remember that when | was 4 student in Rome it was 
argued whether economy entered the moral fields. The economic lawe might be 
autonomous, ae is stated by the Boumenical Council, but the important thing 
ise how to use them. I would say that thie is what is currently causing 
most probleme between the church and the government authorities.” 


Changing subjecte for a while the monsignor wishes to refer to something 
which is worrying him and which he calle “the tropicalisation of the 
Qiileans.” The history of this country ie one of good sense but it seems 
that we are losing our good sense or at least are acting ae if we lacked it, 
We are becoming tropical and the people~--all of us=--are moved by feelings. 
We are all up in arm, because we are never going to be in agreement. One 
just has to recall] the polemic regarding the cardinal...for yeare the people 
accumulate their bitterness which constantly eurfaces, thus creating a 
climate which tends to increasingly worsen any issve. If someone is treated 
roughly then that person, in turn, becomes rough. One person starts saying 
something, the other gives a coarse answer, one shows the fist, the other 

a daggar, 4 pistol, a machinegun and thie is how we end up in 4 war. People 
do not realize that there is a mechanism which we are constantly stimulating. 
1 find this current polemic very significant...” 


[Question] Ie the Chilean church's thinking atuned with the Vatican thinking 
at this time? 


|Anewer) I have to say firet of all that the Vatican and the Pope do not 
intervene in questions of details. That is the reason for appointing 
bishops and making us responsible for the pastore of a diocese. The 
authority we receive is not an authority delegated by the Pope. He gives 
us an appointment. On the other hand, the Holy See conveys to us his 
thinking through conciliums, papal speeches and encyclicals. Then the 
bishops and priests try to faithfully follow his thinking. 


[Question] According to one of the representatives who intervened in the 
polemics over the cardinal, the cardinal put the nuncio on the spot because, 
in the words of Jaime Guzman, “by invoking the Pope's backing for his rash 
declarations, the cardinal cornered the nuncio between an uncomfortable 
silence and an unpleasant situation.” Is this true’ 


2k, 








lAnewer| That dees fot mean that the declarations made by the cardinal were 
dictated by the Pope, Sut if one invekes what the Pope told him in a private 
meeting, whe can tell whether that is true or not? 


|\Qveetion) le that te say that the auneio cannot intervene? 


|Anewer) Ne, because he wae Hot in the meeting with the Pope in the first 
place. We does not know what the Pope told the cardinal, Moreover, a6 4 
general rule the funeio never intervenes, 


[Question] Mas the church lost power in recent years’ 


lAnewer) in some sectors, it did. | believe that it did in the more affluent 
sectors, We have not had for some time a rebelliousnese such a6 the one 

we eee today in some sectors, When have we seen declarations against a 
circular from the bishops! Telling ue which is our field of action! This is 
fantastic! We who have been etudying since we were youngetere do not know 
the field where we belong and have to listen (word indistinct) telling use 

that we are vrong. Thie is almost too much, 


|\Queetion|) What can thie loss of influence be attributed to and what can 
the consequences be? 


|Anewer | When people begin to act by feeling not by reason, 4 situation such 
ae thie te created, | am very worried. I recalled that in late 1968, an 
escalation of insults began, accumulating bitterness and resentments which 
resulted in great violence. Wow we are back in a similar situation and if 
yeople get hardened, | do not know where we will go. Because some people 

can be in power but if they want to control everybody elee, 20 million soldiers 
will be neceseary; two for each inhabitant...one soldier during the day and 
another one at night, at least. 


(Question) Weuld you say that thie conflict with the church is part of an 
escalation of violence? 


\Anewer) Could be. Yes. 
|\Question! What could the church do to curd that escalation?’ 


Anewer) I believe that everyone should do something. Because if only those 
on one side do something, it will be very difficult. Of course, we can do 
something, juet by being more prudent in our speech or by using a nice style 
without changing the substance of our speech. There is an American dictum 
vhich eaye: “To teach Latin to John, knowing Latin is not enough, one has to 
know John as well.” Thie is to say that one gust give the message in 4 manner 
acceptable to someone else. This is an obligation for everybody, sot just 

for the church. 


think we @uet try to reach 4 consensus, not 4a superficial consensus on the 
basis of saying “Let's not fight,” “stop this foolishness,” “let's act like 














good boys.” Seek consensus of the content of the issues, | believe that a lot 
can be dome thie way, During the Bucharistic Congress there were meetings 
among intellectuals ef ali tendencies, during which economic and other 
questions were discussed on a high level, 


[Question] Regarding the question of whether the bishope or the priests aust 
veolce opiniones ef contingent mattere, What is contingent from your point 
of view? 


|Anewer) Philesephically, contingent means “What can of cannot be," and 
therefore, this is the word most largely misused to mean what one intends 
te say. Outeide God, everything elee is contingent, Either being of non- 
existence, The Lonquen case, for example, could have not been, but would it 
be contingent if |, knowing it, would set denounce it? OF would the idea 
be that the chureh should net talk on anything elee but God,..? 


[\Question) it is eften said that the bishops are ignorant of the current 
world eitueation, Could it be true te @ certain extent? 


|\Anewer) We are not theoreticians, we have not studied economics, but we are 
living with the people, we are seeing things as they take place. And that is 
what is hurting them, After all, what does it matter if they call us ignorant! 


[Question] The main criticiem of the church now ie the lack of a spiritual 
voice which may indicate the goale of a society which may be increasingly 
submerging inte materialiem, goale which may be encouraging and saving. Why 
doesn't the church do this? 


|Anewer) C'est le ton que fait la chanson, the French say. Sometimes it 

all depends on where the emphasis ie placed. Possibly in the current circum- 
stance we have placed emphasise on things that were extremely urgent, and 

that we are even forgetting some probleme of 4 moral nature which are affecting 
society these days. Possibly we have neglected some areas. But these are 
questions for pastoral decisions. What would have been better’? If we had de- 
voted ourselves to exclusively preaching on spiritual questions, perhaps 
society would have been transformed in another direction. I can accept this. 


[Question] Without going into contingencies, do you believe that thie society 
responds to the Christian aspirations for justice and equity’ 


|Anewer) The point is this: If one says that wealth ie accumulating in the 
hande of few, one is branded as ignorant. When the argument is advanced that 
the number of color television sets has increased and one sees that people do 
hot have beds, sheets and enough food ... something is wrong. Values seem to 
be upsidedown and thie is not 4 sign of wellbeing. I do not see that there is 
a better distribution of wealth than before. And this does not mean to deny 
the importance of capital, as they told the cardinal. This is just to see 
where wealth ie: in the hands of one person or in the hands of many. 


[Question] If the church sees things so clearly, why does it not offer a 
practical model of society?’ 


[Anewer) The gospel does not offer this model. Circumstances keep changing and 
the church does not offer nor will it ewer offer a solution of a technical 
nature. We had the same problem during the Allende period...the church pointed 
out some values that must be salvaged. Nothing else. 


CSO: Wi0/1344 oh 








COUNTRY SECT LON CHILE 


SUBVERSIVES' ARRESTS--Sentiago, 18 May (AFP)--Official sources reported here 
today that 14 persone have been detained in the Chilean capital and the nearby 
port ef Valparaiso, accused of subversive activities. The detentions took place 
in the last / daye and were followed today by 4 etrongly worded communique in 
which Gen Auguste Pinochet's government confirmed ite decision to hinder the 
return to Ghile of the leftiete who went inte exile after the late socialist 
president Salvador Allende was overthrown in 1973, The communique refers to 

the cases of the young woman Ana Cristina Musa and Carlos Reyes Vilches, 

active membere of the outlawed Socialist Party, who were injured when they tried 
to place « bomb which exploded in their hands in Valparaiso City, 140 km west 

of here. The official document disclosed that Ana Cristina Musa returned to the 
ountey with @ government permit after having been in exile, adding that the 

ovo Ot ehowe that any active Marxist is a present or potential agent of violence 
anc civil war, Meanwhile, in Santiago seven members of an underground cell of 
the Communist Party were handed over today by the security services to the 

court of appeale for trial. In the Renca District, west of Santiago, the police 
have arrested two suspects who were traveling in a motorcycle carrying propaganda 
for the outlawed single Popular Action Movement (MAPU). It was aleo reported 
that the actor Manuel Sanches was detained a few hours previously at « folk 
music show together with ite artistic impresario Manual Segundo Escobar for 
performing songe ineulting to the government and the armed forces. In addition 
to these arrests, court sources have confirmed the detention of Blanca Villanueva 
Porto by the security services, although no further detaile are known. Relatives 
of the woman have asserted that her husband Hugo Gonzalez Gonzalez was detained 
with her, but eo far there has been no official confirmation of this report. 
[Text] [PY191407 Parise AFP in Spanieh 0215 GMT 19 May 61) 


LATREMISTS LDENTIFIED--The two extremists injured by the bomb they were 
carrying in Valparaiso have been identified. According to the official 
communique released by 5th region intendant, Capt (Enrique Laluz Aquerman), 
they are (Carlos Osvaldo Reyes Videla), 30 and (Ana Cristina Musa Makinson), 
also 30 years of age. The communique adds that according to the documents 
‘ound on these two subversives, they are members of the proscribed Socialist 
Party, and that their identities have been kept secret while the investiga- 
tions have been carried out. This event took place on Wednesday night, when 
they were trying to place the bomb on the west sidewalk at 561 General Cruz 
Street. The explosion destroyed some windows of the Valparaiso Mutual Aid 
ederation building, also spreading pamphiets of the Socialist Party within 
thie mutual aid organization. (Reyes Videla) was seriously injured, having 
been taken to the naval hospital where he is receiving treatment under 
detention. [Text] [PY1614% Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 
16 May 61) 
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POLLTLCAL AGITATOR BANISHED=-The interior minister has sentenced (Sergio Campos 
Caceres) to banishment in Codpa town for the maximum legal period. The 
official communique released by the government Social Communications Agency 
pointe out that (Campos Caceres) is a recidiviet active Marxist who is 

charged with political agitation and promoting disorder within Santiago 
University on 28 April. [Text] [PY141999 Santiago Chile Domestic Service 

in Spanieh 1730 GMT 14 May 81) 


LEFTISTS LEAVE FRENCH EMBASSY=-A Marxist couple who had sought refuge at 

the French Embassy has left the country. They are Juan Felipe Arellano Amulin 
and hie wife Marcela Espinosa Moraga, who sought refuge at the French 

Embassy in March. This couple left the embassy at noon today for Pudahuel 
airport where they boarded a plane for France. Arellano Amulin and his 

wife Kepinosa Moraga ieft the French Embassy in a diplomatic car, escorted 

by two police patrol care. [Text] [PY21020]1 Santiago Chile Domestic Service 

in Spanish 0000 GMT 21 May 861) 


CSO: W10/1344 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


M-19 GUERRILLAS SEEK REFUGE--Armenia~-Guerrilla Hector Diego Cifuentes Alarcon, 
alias Carlos, sought refuge under the amnesty law for rebels today and, 
accompanied by Jose Antonio Salas Munoz, director of the Administrative 
Department of Security, appeared before Alberto Aristizabal Pelaez, government 
secretary of this department. The guerrilla said that he was a member of the 

19 April Movement [M-19]) and that he had no weapons, ammunition or explosives. 
Cifuentes Alarcon, a resident of Libano, Tolima, is 25 years old. He will 

be on bail until the amnesty request is processed by the Armenia Superior Court. 
Aristizabal Pelaez informed President Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala about the 
procedures started to grant amnesty to this guerrilla. Turbay Alaya expressed 
optimiem over the acceptance that this amnesty law has had among the guerrillas. 
[Text] [PA140418 Bogota Emisoras Caracol Network in Spanish 0300 GMT 14 May 81) 


M-19 SUSPECTS ARRESTED——Bogota, 11 May (AFP)--Three persons, one of them 
apparently Chilean, were arrested today in northern Bogota on suspicion of 
belonging to the extremist 19 April Movement (M-19), the authorities have 
reported here. Those arrested are foreigner Sergio Salgado and a Colombian 
couple on whom the secret agents found abundant propaganda and photographs 
of the [word indistinct] of that subversive organization. Those arrested 
were turned over to the proper authorities, who will study their cases. 
[Text] [PA141234 Paris AFP in Spanish 0305 GMT 12 May 81) 


GUERRILLAS ACCEPT AMNESTY PROPOSAL--Bogota, 16 May (EFE)--Fifteen Colombian 
guerrillas have accepted the amnesty proposed by President Turbay. Most of 
them are members of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia. Through 
this amnesty, the government seeks to curb the wave of violence recently 
unleashed by several guerrilla movements, particularly the 19 April Movement. 
The measure, however, does not extend to those guerrillas who have been 
sentenced or are charged with atrocious crimes such as murder, kidnapping 

or arson. [Text] [PA161912 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0500 GMT 16 May 81] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


FIGHTER-BOMBER OVERFLIGHTS OF DOMINICA CAUSE FOR CONCERN 


St George's FREE WEST INDIAN in English 25 Apr 81 p 13 


[Text] Dominicans are puzzling over the mysterious manoeuvres of four fighter 
bomber jets. 


Last Tuesday, just before noon, villagers in La Plaine, on the east coast, were 
taken by surprise when two pairs of bombers swooped down to about 150 feet, just 
off the shore. 


The panicked villagers rushed out of their homes, only to see the same jets 
return, a few minutes later, flying even lower. 


This time the bombers dived so low, that eye witnesses said they appeared to 
touch the top of the waves, and villagers on a cliff near the La Plaine Police 
Station reported looking down on the bombers. 


The bombers’ loud booming noise, at this proximity, shook the galvanise on the 
roofs of houses, causing minor damage and many frightened villagers to hide. 


Other villagers reported seeing objects looking like missiles, suspended from 
each wing of the bombers. 


La Plaine is in the area where the Rastas, who kidnapped Ted Honeychurch, 
father of government spokesman Lennox Honeychurch, are reported to be hiding. 
A state of emergency has been in force since the kidnapping in February. 


"The manoeuvres indicate that the bombers are practising to release bombs at a 
low level," said Dr Bill Riviere, general secretary of the Dominica Liberation 
Movement Alliance (DLM). 


"It reminds us of Reagan's threat to do whatever is necessary to smash the 
Grenada Revolution. And we cannot help but feel that he would like to use 
Barbados, St Vincent and Dominica to assist." 

Dr Riviere added that the French have a regular military force in Dominica. 


"The DLM is calling on Prime Minister Eugenia Charles to explain the purpose 
of these manoeuvres." 


CSO: 3025 

















COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


CO-OP LOANS--Loans amounting to over $300,000 have recently been approved by 
the National Cooperative Development Agency (NACDA) to finance the projects of 
10 of its registered cooperatives. The co-ops, six agricultural, three fishing 
and one interested in setting up a bakery, have already been allocated their 
individual sum, Making the disclosure, Bob Gordon, NACDA's acting registrar, 
considered this as a significant step forward for the agency in this the Year 
of Agriculture and Agro-industries The loans will be used to build farmhouses, 
pay wages, buy tools and cover other capital expenses. In addition, a fishing 
co-op in Fontenoy and one in St David's have been loaned $78,200 and $76,000 
respectively. Both co-ops are now having their boats, ranging from 35 to 40 
feet, built. When completed, the boats will be fitted with modern appliances, 
such as a freezing compartment, depth sounder, long-line etc. Each is expected 
to ecateh between 1,500 and 2,000 lbs of fish per week. At che same time, funds 
of over $66,000 have also been made available to a fish service-type co-op in 
St. Patrick's. The money will cater for insurance, refrigeration, wages, sup- 
plies and transportation. [By Keith Jeremiah] [Excerpts] [St George's FREE 
WEST INDIAN in English 25 Apr 81 p 2] 


CSO: 3025 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


OPPOSITION EDITORIAL ASSAILS PNC ECONOMIC ENDEAVORS 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 26 Apr 81 p 2 
[Editorial: "Where Are the Industries?") 


[Text] The Guyanese working clase will be marching again in Labour Day for 
benefits and to focus attention on their overall plight. The regime on the 
other hand despite bland pronouncements, would be doing its utmost to frustrate 
those very workers. The regime largely ignores May Day Resolutions, and merely 
uses the TUC Rallies as PNC carnivals for propaganda stunts. 


What can be more beneficial to workers at this time than jobs’ But where are 
the jobs? Where are the industries which have been promised solemnly for over 
16 years’? The PNC has failed ignominiously to industrialise the sagging econ- 
omy of Guyana. Fidel Castro's record in 16 years of power, stands second to 
none in this part of the hemisphere. The type of industries which the PNC is 
hustling with, are designed to keep Guyana impoverished, under-developed, agra- 
rian, and import-oriented. They are known as "screw driver industries." 


The type of industrialisation which the regime ought to go in for, is being 
studiously ignored, or down-graded, or turned into white elephants. Has any 
proper feasibility study been undertaken before the radio factory, the flour 
mill, and a vehicle assembly plant were constructed in Guyana? Since they were 
set up, has the nation gained comprehensively....foreign-excharye wise? Has 
Guyana thereby become more isolated from the economic shock waves tearing apart 
the imperialist market? Most certainly not! 


However the regime (after consulting itself) is to proceed with another textile 
mill, a tractor assembly plant, a bicycle factory, a steel plant, and ‘eaven 
knows what more! Would the economy and the consumers benefit by these question- 
able industries, rather than by other industries of a more popular, strategic, 
economically-beneficial nature in the long term, and in the interest of disen- 
gaging Guyana's economy from the crisis-wracked economies of the west? 


Guyana has 83,000 square miles of largely dense jungle with lots of wood, but 
where is the wood pulp and paper factory? Where are the hardboard, tentest, 

and plywood industries? These are all export oriented, and can bring in foreign 
exchange to pey for key consumer imports. 
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What has befallen our once vibrant rubber industry? Who is to blame for 
killing off the bulletewood trees? Who shut down the manganese mines and 
tried to plant cash crops on mineral-rich soil? Those mines should be re- 
opened, How long must the people wait for the much-touted kaolin plant? 
Electrical insulators, and domestic utensile could be produced also for the 
export market, 


When will the completed glass factory be put into gear? This is a sound eco- 
nomic venture, with a solid internal base and unlimited avenues for export to 
Caricom and elsewhere. Glass of all types ie in heavy demand throughout the 
world, The Tiger Hill hydro-electric project would have fueled the glass 
factory, but it was never embarked upon. Now the nation is being deluged 

with hindsight excuses from those who failed to set up the Tiger Hill project. 
Depending on the blackout-ridden Kingston-controlled grid is a hopeless exercise. 


What about our bakelite deposits, which can also make good insulators? Where 

is the cement factory, the shoe factory, the leather tannery, and the fertiliser 
factory? Is it not a shame that Guyana is still importing cooking oil? The 
nation's dairy industry has gone to the dogs. Huge amounts of milk are imported, 
including that atrocity called "skim milk" which does violence to the bowels. 


Where is the cheese industry? Under a PPP government Guyana would by now have 
been producing and exporting large quantities of high quality milk, cheese, 
butter, margarine, glass, rubber, tyres, paper, confections, aluminium, coo!-ing 
oils, tinned and canned fruits, fishes, meats and juices, etc. The PNC by its 
spite and incompetence has wrecked the rice, copra, and peanut industries; i* 
is dealing death blows to the cane farming industry, and to coffee, cattle, 
citrus, cocoa and ground provision farmers among other victims. 


Where is the orange juice factory? Why is there no orange juice in the shops? 
Where is the fish cannery promised the nation so many years ago? Where is the 
cheap fish promised? If we are to import cotton from the USA to feed the huge 
(but obsolete) Sanata Textile Mill in Georgetown, why is the regime talking 
about a new textile mill for the Corentyne? What has happened to Global Agri? 
And whatever became of the over 20 agricultural co-ops set up at Matthews Ridge 
after the manganese mines were closed down? They vanished someplace. 


When are the tice, sugar, and bauxite industries going to be developed? Is 
Guyana doomed to export cheap raw materials forever? And to import expensive 
manufactured goods and foods we have the potential to produce ourselves? Willy- 
nilly banning this and banning that, is no solution. There is simply no planned 
approach to economic development with the nation's and the consumers' interest 
uppermost in mind. 


Our precious strategic mineral uranium is destined for the warlords in the 
west. Not an ounce is to go to the peace loving Socialist Bloc, despite the 
professed "socialist" credentials of the regime. Sending our uranium to NATO 
is a political decision of the greatest gravity. It is not only completely 
wrong and reactionary, but exposes the anti-working class nature of the regime. 


The TUC would do well this May Day to demand jobs, jobs and more jobs from 
the regime; while not forgetting the $85 million in arrears wages for 1979, 
and a proper wage for 1980-81. 


cSoO: 3025 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


MCDAVID APPOINTMENT--The PNC regime has made Elwin McDavid former Ambassador 
to the Soviet Union "Chief Political Adviser to the President." Up to press 
time no announcement had been made as to the appointment of a new Ambassador, 
and queries by the MIRROR to the Ministry of Information and the Miniscry of 
Foreign Affairs failed to elicit any cogent reply. McDavid recently paid fare- 
well courtesy visits to Bulgaria, the GDR and the USSR, the states he was 
accredited to. [Text] [Georgetown MIRROR in English 26 Apr 81 p 4) 


CSO: 3025 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SEAGA, JLP MUST NOT SUBMIT BLINDLY TO U.S. PRESSURES 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 4 May 81 p 6 
[Article by Carl Stone] 


[Excerpts] There seems to be an extra-ordinary parallel in the political strate- 
gies being pursued by the United States and Cuba in their joint endeavour towards 
political expansionism in the region. 


The fact that the Cubans seemed to be making serious inroads into areas tradi- 
tionally monopolised by U.S. international influence has pushed the U.S. back 
into the interventionist mood of the 1960s. If one is to judge from the com- 
plaints of the Ecuadoreans, the Venezuelans, developments in Central America, 
Costa Rica, El Salvador and Nicaragua and the covert and hushed fears of Cuba 
coming from Mexican sources, the Cubans have themselves returned to the inter- 
ventionist postures of the 1960s. 


We in Jamaica have to be very wary of being dragged into fights where we have 
nothing to gain. Cuban and U.S. efforts to divide the region between mutually 
hostile client states supporting Reagan's war mongering efforts and Castro's 
power plays must be resisted at all costs. 


The PNP's continuing parroting of the Moscow-Havana line on revional and global 
issues has merely served to confirm the political bankruptcy of that party's 
leadership. The JLP must be careful lest it be dragged into a similar posture 
of follow the leader behind the United States and Reaganon regional and global 
issues. 


Whatever economic aid we receive from the U.S. and whatever financial support 
we get from that quarter must in no way compromise our sovereignty and indepen- 
dence on regional and international affairs. 


Let us not be naive. The U.S. pressure is going to be applied but we have to 
follow the lead of the Mexicans and resist it. Fortunately, we have a Foreign 
Minister (Mr Shearer) who understands what must be done. 


There are some issues on which we may agree with the Americans but there are 
going to be some on which our interests do not coincide with theirs. The people 
of this nation are looking to our government to stand up and to be counted as 
defending Jamaica's strategic interests in contrast to follow the leader diplo- 
macy Manley pursued step by step behind Castro's long shadow. The country still 
has yet to be given any clear indication that this is where the JLP stands in 
relation to the U.S. connection. 


CSO: 3025 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


WORLD BANK LOAN-=Jamaica ie to receive a loan of US$37 million from the World 
hank to aseiet in the expansion of non-traditional manufactures and banana 
exporte. The loan will provide resources to the Export Development Fund (EDF), 
a subsidiary of the Bank of Jamaica, for short and medium term financing of 
foreign exchange for importe required by exportere according to a release from 
the World Bank, lt is expected to help increase non-traditional manufactured 
exporte from USS105 million in 1980 to about US$350 million in 1964 and banana 
exporte from USS11 million in 1980 to about USS40 by 1963-84. The loan will 
aiso help generate new employment opportunities in the manufacturing sector 
and banana industry and (aprove incomes of banana producers. (Excerpt) 
‘Kingeton THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 3 May 81 pp 1,2) 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


UNIONS SCORE PRESSURE GROUPS WITH EXCESSIVE POWER 
PALBO316 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1104 GMT 16 May 61 


(Text) Mexico City, 16 May (EF’)--The country's two major labor federations 
have criticised the existence in Mexico of private pressure groups that have 
“excessive power,” 


According to the Confederation of Mexican Workers (CTM) and to the Labor 
Congresa (CT), both progovernment, those groups threaten both the continuity 
of Mexico's revolutionary process and the national political system. 


A joint document released here Friday states that although it is true that 
the private sectore do not formally participate in the making of decisions, 
they do exercise power, the results of which are overwhelmingly on the side 
of their own interests. 


Both the CTM and the CT, which comprise about 6 million workers, feel that 
these pressure groups seek not only to corner, persuade, intimidate or 
neutralize public power but also intend to conquer it. 


The study, conducted for these unions by Deputy Arturo Romo, a member of 
the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party, maintains that the private 
sector has seen the need to create a “cupola” that will enable it to Launch 
a “final attack on political power." 


The study recalls that in 1976 the pressure groups, which represent the 
national and foreign monopolies, "successfully" tried their most powerful 
weapons: “financial blackmail and the flight of capital." 


In 1976 the activities carried out by those groups, the study adds, led to 
the devaluation of the Mexican peso (by almost 50 percent) and to an 
economic crisis of profound political implications. They also led to a loss 
of confidence in the system's administrative capacity. 


“Overcoming the 1976 crisis (a task carried out by President Jose Lopez 
Portillo's government) has meant that the Mexican state has regained its 
right to exist,” the document stresses. 
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Nonetheless, it adds, the political coset of recovery has been high: “The 
invreasing conformity of the popular classes, which ebseerve how solidarity 
hae been in the hands of the peasant and labor sectors but how the benefits 
have gone to the monopolies which do not cease in their demande.” 


The unions charge in their study that the Coordinating Business Coumedil (CCE), 
the pressure groupe’ top representative, seeke to gain greater political and 
economic power in order to oppose the implementation of measures aimed at 
collective benefite. 


They aleo feel that the businessmen grouped within the CCE and other “eupola” 
organigations believe in the following ideology: free enterprise, noninter= 
vention by the estate in the economy, private property ae an untouchable 
right, common good ae an abetract aspiration and the workers’ labor a6 4 mere 
merchandise, 


CSO: 0100/1349 
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COUNTRY SECT LON MEXICO 


POLITICAL ‘MEDDLING’ OF CLERGY, PRIVATE SECTORS SCORED 
PL201614 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0155 GT 20 May 41 
[Report by Alejandra Ortia) 


[Text] Mexico City, 19 May (NOTIMEX)—The leader of the Federation of Govern- 
ment Workers Unions (FSTSE), Luise Jose Dorantes Segovia, said today that there 
is fo power vacuum in Mexico because the power exercised by the estate is 
absolute, Interviewed about recent etatementse made by the bishop of Oaxaca 
to the effect that the present goverament hae been anti-agrarian, he replied 
that the clergy should not give opinions on political matters because, aside 
from the fact that thie ie forbidden by Article 130 of the Constitution, 

“they should not meddle in thinge that are not their concern.” 


He asserted that the statements made by the representatives of the church, 
the private sector and o ition groupe do not in any way reflect 4 lose 

of power by the estate, iThey are only people with certain influence who 

epeak of thinge they do not know and should not speak about.” He also 
rejected Armando Labra's statements during the congress of the National 
Association of Economists in Guadalajara to the effect that the state has lost 
legit imacy. 


Dorantes Segovia strongly condemned the clergy and the private sector because, 
he said, “freedom in our country hae been misinterpreted and they talk for the 
sake of talking because their aim is to acquire more power." 


Nevertheless, the FSTSE leader added that this is not evidence that the 
atmosphere surrounding the forthcoming presidential succession is weak and 
fragile “because the people are sufficiently political not to pay attention 
to insinuations from people that are only trying to profit. He said that 
there is no significant unrest on the eve of the political event of 1982 
although “everywhere there is a democracy there is bound to be conscious 
concern.” 


Dorantes Segovia also repudiated any alliance to destabilize the government 
and stressed that “demagoguery aside, the only alliance for the FSTSE is with 
the people of Mexico and with Jose Lopez Portillo.” 


CSO: 10/1349 
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COUNTRY SECTLON MEXICO 


CHURCH STATHMENTS CRITICIZED--Mexico City, 19 May=--The leader in the Chamber 
of Deputies, Luie M, Farias, hae censured the variow views that the Mexican 
Episcepate hae veloed on etrictly political matters, The deputy, who belongs 
to the majority Inetitutional Revolutionary Party, said that church officials 
must avoid taking positions euch as the one they are trying to adopt for they 
might be violating Article 190 of the Constitution, Lute M. Parias explained 
that thie article of the Mexican Constitution forbide any religious repre- 
sentative from meeting publicly for religious propaganda or to criticize 

the country's present lawe or administration. The leader of the Chamber of 
eputies said that they will not be taken into any account since they will 
have neither an active or passive vote, uch less the right to associate 

for political purposes. Luie M. Parias wae interviewed in the parking lot 

/ the Loe Pinos official residence where he had gone to meet with the 
presidential deputy chief of state, Gen Carlos Bermudes. [Text] [Enrique 
Alvarez Manilla) [FL201543 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0240 GT 20 May 61) 
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COUNTRY SECTION SUN LNAME 


BRIEFS 


TRADE BALANCE WITH JAPAN~-Paramaribo, Suriname, 18 May (CANA)~-Suriname today 
said it wanted a better deal with Japan, with whieh it has an unfavorable 
balance of trade. It was about time that Suriname was given a greater slice 

of the Japanese market, said Lt Iwan Graanoost, 4 member of Suriname policy 
center of the military-backed government. “Japan exports about 60 -million 
dollare (US) with of goods to Suriname, but they do not buy anything from us," 
he said. “They will have to give we something in return for the exports to 
Suriname. We cannot allow thie situation to continue all the time.” The 
lieutenant, who is aleo chairman of the powerful National Military Council (NMC), 
said that the call for Japan to absorb more Surinamese goods was part of 
government's etrategy for strengthening the economy. Moves were already 
underway for cutting back on the level of imports, to encourage the growth 

of Surinamese industries, he said. "We have alr banned the import of 
certain items and restricted the imports of others,” Graanoost said, 

"Further eteps are being taken on thie matter.” The government is still taking 
a close look at the question of importation, he said. (Excerpt) [FL161629 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1714 GMT 18 May 61) 


MAJORITY UNIONS--Paramaribo, Suriname, 19 May (CANA)--Suriname has told employers 
that they will have to sign collective bargaining agreements with trade unions 
which have a majority support in either government agencies or businesses. 

A decree issued by the Ministry of Labor eaid the measure is an effort to create 
a peaceful industrial climate. It added that during recent years a number of 
problems had arisen over the question of trade union recognition and an unstable 
industrial relations climate had developed. The ministry stated that all 
employers are required to negotiate with unions which represent more than 

5O percent of their employees. If employers failed to recognize these unions 
they could be taken to court, the Labor Ministry said. [Text] [FL191117 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1053 GMT 19 May 61) 


C80: 920/100 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ONR CRITICIZES ELECTIONS COMMISSION FOR INEFFICLENCY 
Yort-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 3 May 61 p 4 


[Text] The Organisation for National Reconatruction (ONR) has branded the Elec- 
tions and Boundaries Commission ase “hopelesaly inefficient" in carrying out ite 
functions of the electoral system, the most important input being the regisetra- 
tion of persons. 





in @ letter to the Commission, written by ite General Secretary, Mr Isidore 
Smart, the ONR stated: 


"I refer to correspondence passing between us ‘rom the 24th November, 1980, to 
date and the several meetings I have had with yourself and other members of your 
staffover the last six months. While the relationship that hae developed can 
only be described as cordial and friendly, I am afraid that the stark reality 
ise that the Elections and Boundaries Commission has been hopelessly inefficient 
in carrying out ite function of providing the main inputs for the operation of 
our country's electoral system, the most important input being the registration 
of persons and in particular electors. 


My party has done a detailed examination of the functioning of the existing 
registration offices and we found the following problems which have militated 
against the easy registration of individuals:-- 


(1) At some registration offices there are no cameras, 80 persons wishing to 
register and providing data for registration at one office are being directed 
to another office to have their pictures taken, and quite often the camera at 
the other office is not functioning--the end result being that the person is 
frustrated in his attempt to get registered. 


(2) Some registration offices are open only for a few hours on just one day 
a week and at hours when it is impossible for a working person to get to the 
office while it is open. 


(3) Some individuals who have actually succeeded, in spite of numerous obstacles, 
in registering and getting their pictures taken have been waiting, in some cases, 
more than six months to get their identification cards and to date still have 

not got them. 
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(4) In some cases it has taken more than three months to have a change of 
ausress of a registered person properly effected after the registered person 
has advised the registration office of his change of address. This, as you are 
well aware, can have the disastrous effect of disenfranchising a registered 
person, 


My party has also been examining in detail the list of electors published in 
December 1980 and we have found numerous names of persons who departed this 
life long before December, 1980, 


We have also been asking you by letter and verbally for the last six months 
for copies of the electoral maps and have cven offered to pay for the printing 
of these maps but the maps have not been made available to us. 


lt is quite clear from the incontrovertible facts outlined above that any 
election held without these irregularities being corrected will not be a fair 

one and as a result the democratic process--the proper operation of which depends 
on an efficient electoral system--will be frustrated. 


We of the O.N.R. are of the view that before a general election is held it is 
imperative that the following be done:-- 


(1) Your commission must within the next two weeks publish a list of names of 
all the deceased persons whose names appear on the electoral list published in 
December, 1980. 


(2) At least two temporary registration offices in every constituency must be 
immediately opened every day of the week between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 
9:00 p.m., properly equipped with cameras, personnel and stationery so that 
registration exercise can be seriously addressed. (There are at present 36 
constituencies and only 23 registration offices operating on a regular basis.) 


(3) Your commission must on a continuous basis until the general election run 
advertisements in the media (as the 0.N.R. has been doing) urging all unregis- 
tered persons to get registered. 


The O.N.R. trusts that your Commission will see it fit, in the interest of 
making our democracy work, to meet our eminently reasonable demands. 


CSO: 3025 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


JAMAICA RAPPED FOR QUESTIONABLE BID FOR PETRODOLLARS 
Port-of=-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 3 May 81 p 10 


(Article by George Harvey: "Jamaica in Multi-Million Dollar Assault on 
Trinidad" 


(Text } 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ABSENCE OF PUBLIC ROLE 





TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


LN CHAMBERS APPOINTMENT DECRIED 


Port-of=-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 3 May 81 p 12 


[Text } 


WHEN, on March 3 last, President Ellis Clarke 
belat angounced to the nation that Dr. 
Eric Williams had died the previous day, he 
took the 1 to ask and answer the 
question which fa him: Who HE — 
larke) would put as Prime Minister in place of 
the late, great and esteemed Dr. Williams. 
President Clarke explained the constitution- 
al imperatives very clearly. He gravely 
re the country that the decision was 
his, and his alone, to make. However, he was 
free to consult whomsoever he thought fit. He 
was also obliged to exercise his own deliberate 
udgement, but his final choice had to come 


rom amongst the elected Members of 
own deliberate and, 


resumably, best 
—B e did his 
duty as God, his own 
conscience and the 


Constitution of this 
him 


Parliament. 


Prime Minister, Presi- 
dent Clarke took the 
trouble to tell us that 
the senior PNM party 
brass whom he had 
consulted were un- 
animous in their sup- 

“4 of Mr. Chambers. | 

support was, no 

doubt, quite reassur- 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


LDB-SPONSORED SYMPOSIUM--Washington, 20 May (CANA)--The Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) has announced approval of 96,000 dollars (US) in 

grant technical cooperation to finance an inter-American symposium on agro- 
climatic modelling and information systems to be held in Venezuela, 

September 20-25, At the symposium, experts in the field will discuss the 
technological development and use of agro-climatic models and information 
systems, according to an IDB release, Approximately 200 persons, including 
delegations consisting of two representatives from each of the banks Latin 
American member countries, as well as specialists and interested parties from 
other regions, will participate in the meeting. The symposium is being 
organized and executed by Venezuela's National Agricultural Research Fund 
(FONAIAP), the Venezuelan Associationfor the Advancement of Science (ASOVAC), 
the polar foundation, a private Venezuelan institution, and the Aspen 
Institute for Humanistic Studies, a non-profit institution located in the 
United States, in conjunction with the bank. The bank's resources, which 
will be extended from the net resources of the fund for special operations, 
will be used to finance travel of participants, per diem, and publications. 
The total cost of the project is estimated at 250,000 dollars. [Excerpts] 
[FL201617 Bridgetown CANA in English 1559 GMT 20 May 81] 


DESTROYED TOWN--Caracas, 16 May (EFE)--A town in eastern Venezuela which 

was destroyed by a gas explosion on Thursday, will be demolished to avoid 

an epidemic. Reports published in Caracas said that the number of dead 

could rise to 50 as a result of the explosion of a gas pipeline in 

San Rafael de Laya, a town located more than 200 km east of Caracas. Last 
Thursday a gray cloud caused by a gas leak in the pipeline covered the 

town and suddenly there was an explosion which killed 22 persons and 
seriously wounded 30 others. Area residents said that for several days it was 
easy to see the leak in the pipeline and accused the company which owns it of 
negligence. In order to prevent an epidemic the authorities dug a common 
grave to bury all the animals killed in the explosion and announced that the 
survivors will be settle elsewhere. [Text] [PA170248 Madrid EFE in Spanish 
2332 GMT 16 May 81) 
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